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DELFT BLUE HAT

You don’t need to have a “tête à chapeaux” (such an elegant expression in French, in English, this trans-
lates roughly to “the ability to look good in a hat”) to wear this hat. It can either be worn on the side, like a 
beret, on the back of your head or covering your ears on a windy day. Either way, it will be a stylish addi-
tion to your winter wardrobe. 

My hat features the distinctive techniques of traditional Fair-Isle knitting updated with a modern twist. 
The pattern is wider than the usual borders and its inspiration comes from a Delft Blue faience plate of 
the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam instead of the British islands.
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KNITTING PATTERN

My entry is a package with the material to make this hat for yourself. The package contains a booklet 
with the pattern and the wool needed to make this hat. The package does not contain knitting needles, 
since it is knitted in a regular needle size that most knitters will have in their stash. 

The hat, with the pattern clearly visible
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INSPIRATION

I have always loved Delft Blue pottery and knitting. When I was creating my own Rijksstudio, I loved the 
faience plates. At that time I was knitting a hat and suddenly I loved the idea of making a hat in these 
colors and with such an elaborate pattern. I used one of the patterns of this plate. 

Schotel van faïence, De Porceleyne Byl, ca. 1750 - ca. 1790
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I copied the plate, changed it in a knitting chart, and realized that it was impossible to knit a whole plate 
into a hat and decided that using just one pattern would be enough. I used the second ring to create the 
pattern chart.

pattern chart

I loved making the hat with very small needles, the tiny stitches, the way it became a Delft blue hat. I love 
the fi t, you can pull it over your ears when the wind is blowing, and you can wear it above your ears in a 
slant or straight.

I think it could be a very nice souvenir for visitors of the Rijksmuseum. To bring home and knit something 
that will remind them of their visit. 
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front of the booklet with knitting instructions
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top of the hat, with the spiral decreases


