Joao

Joao was enslaved in West Africa. Portuguese enslavers imposed the name Jodo Mina on
him in reference to Fort EImina, where he was sold. Jodao ended up on a Portuguese sugar
plantation in Brazil. When he fled to Dutch Brazil in 1646, he was interrogated upon arrival
by the Dutch West India Company (WIC). His knowledge was important in the war against
Portugal.

The struggle between Portugal and the Dutch Republic played out in Europe and
elsewhere in the world. The Dutch West India Company conquered parts of Brazil from
Portugal with an eye to the lucrative sugar production. The sugar was cultivated by
enslaved indigenous people and Africans like Joao.

African monarchs were also drawn into this European conflict. Johan Maurits, Governor of
Dutch Brazil, and Garcia Il, King of Congo, became allies in their mutual struggle against
the Portuguese. This cooperation marked the beginning of the Dutch transatlantic slave
trade, of which Joao became a victim.
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