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Press release 25 June 2006, 6 pm

Van der Helst painting vandalised in Rijksmuseum
 

On Sunday 25 June, the painting "The Celebration of the Peace of Münster" (1648) by Bartholomeus van der Helst was vandalised in the Rijksmuseum. Damage to the painting does not appear to be serious -- only the layer of varnish seems to be affected, by an as yet unknown chemical substance. Thanks to the security personnel, action could be taken immediately and serious damage was prevented. The painting was vandalised in the afternoon by a 69-year-old man, who has been arrested by the police. The Van der Helst painting is displayed on the lower level of the Rijksmuseum's Philips Wing, and is part of the "Masterpieces of the Rijksmuseum", an exhibition of the 400 major works from the Dutch Golden Age in the museum’s collection.  

 

Press release 26 June 2006, 12.30 am 

Van der Helst painting to be restored

 

The painting "The Celebration of the Peace of Münster" (1648) by Bartholomeus van der Helst that was vandalised on the afternoon of Sunday 25 June by a 69-year-old man has been removed from the hall for restoration. It is not yet known how long the restoration process will take. The painting has been taken to the restoration studio of the Rijksmuseum’s Paintings Department. This was why the Rijksmuseum was closed this morning, Monday 26th June, until 12 o'clock. "The Meagre Company" (1637) by Frans Hals can now be viewed in the same location of the Philips Wing of the Rijksmuseum.
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